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Though unpopular, 
new system 
promotes 
Stewardship and 
accountability 


BY JASON DUERMEYER 


Redeemer’s revised food program 
is one of the most controversial issues 
facing students today, underlined by 
a recent survey showing widespread 
the 
students 


majority of 
While the 


Septembe r survey results emphasize 


disapproval from 


on-« ampus 


student disappointment and concern 
key 


have 


administrators of the program 


suggested the benefits do 
eigh the costs 


indeed outw 

In years past, the old food program 
operated on an ascending balance 
that permitted each dorm to, in most 
take 


unrestricted amounts 


Cases, 


Redeemer’s brand new Market, with a wider 
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Art Show 


Fire 
From Students 


of groceries from Redeemer’s food 
contrast, the revised 
program, which was implemented at 
the beginning of this academic year, 
functions on a descending balance, 
which decreases with every product 
scanned and purchased in the food 
store. Unlike in previous years, every 
dorm now has to closely monitor 
their spending habits to ensure that 
they have money left at the end of the 
academic year for Redeemer Market 


store. In 


food purchases. 

Fred Schat, the Dean of Students, 
involved in 
students 


has been actively 


discussions among both 


and Redeemer administrators 
regarding food plan modifications. 
He says the change is the result of 
several years of debate, spearheaded 
by a Student Senate concerned about 
the amount of food 
that was being wasted. While this 


year’s Senate has yet to mention the 


tremendous 


restructured food plan at one of their 
Tuesday evening meetings, 
student complaint persists. 


weekly 
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selection of groceries than the old food store, 


has spawned controversy over the fairness of the revised food plan. 
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the Center for Public Justice, and many current and former students. Since joining Redeemer in 1987, Koyzis 
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NOTABLEFOOD 
SURVEY STATISTICS 


i 


Q: Is the dorm allowance 
sufficient for your daily needs? 
| Yes: 3.5% 
No: 96.5% 


|Q: How do you feel about 
the pricing of the products in 
| Redeemer’s Market? 
|Grossly overpriced: 55% 
Slightly overpriced: 41% 
Generally fair: 1% 
Unsure/divided: 3% 


|Q: Do you feel you are getting 
| your money’s worth from the 
‘current food plan? 

| Yes: 21% 
|No: 63% 
Unsure: 16% 


Simpsons in the Spotlight at Controversial CITB 


Powerful music 
highlight of the 
evening 


BY TRACY VOORBERG 


The Church in the Box (CITB) 
mission statement is “to come together 
as a body of believers in Jesus Christ, 
lay our hearts before God’s throne and 


worship Him in § 


Spirit and truth,” and 
it appears that this was accomplished 
last Sunday night. The Auditorium 
was packed with Redeemer students 
and visitors, a number of parents, and 
even a few grandparents who were 
sprinkled throughout the crowd. By 7 
30 the place was full; people were still 
milling about when the service began 
at 7:40. The praise team came out and 
started to sing, quickly capturing the 
attention of those gathered 

This was the first Church in the Box 
of the 2003-2004 academic year, and 
for a first performance with several 


new faces in the mix, it was pulled off 
remarkably well. The worship team 
was an interesting mix of old and new, 
with piano, several acoustic guitars 
and a cello, as well as percussion and 
an electric guitar. The music was quite 
loud, even in the back, but the audience 
responded favourably to what, for 
most, were familiar songs, such as “All 
in All” and “Give Us Clean Hands.” 
[here was a short skit, revealing a 
focus on personal prayer, which was 
well done; however, the voice of God 
was slightly cheesy 
The text for the 
Matthew 6: 7-13, in which Jesus teaches 


evening was 
the disciples how to pray. The speaker 
was Dwayne Moore of The Embassy 
Waterloo, 
fairly good job, despite talking rather 


church in and he did a 
fast. He compared the way Christians 
should pray with the way The Simpsons 
prayer. Yes, that’s right, 
This television show 


approach 
The Simpsons 
satirises much of the American thought 
and way of life. Most people in the 
audience thought the use of this show 
was pretty interesting, and it certainly 


captured people’ attention, whatever 
their personal views on The Simpsons 
were. One listener, Zack Beldman, 
said, “ I liked thé Speaker. You relate 
to him more, you know, because of 
who he is.” It was certainly a different 
approach to the topic of prayer than 
usual for Christian Speakers. 

He made three main points, along 
with several bad jokes. He first said 
that our prayer must be sincere, unlike 
the fake prayers of the Simpson family. 
He also that prayer 
constant, not just When we're in trouble 
and need help, Finally, he said that we 
have to do some work, too, and not just 
wait for a miracle to fall into our laps. 

It seems that The Simpsons 
illustration did not sit well with 
everyone, however. Peter Riemersma, 
a Redeemer grad who now attends 
Ancaster Canadian Reformed Church, 
thought, “the Prayer was 
desecrated here tonight.” He added 
that his church is somewhat sceptical 
about Redeemer College and hesitant 


said must be 


Lord’s 
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jor David T. Koyzis accepts congratulations after his inauguration into 
mber 26. Nearly 100 people attended the event, including delegations from CLAC and 


JOHN WHANG 


d presentations to his name. His first book was published this year. See review, page 4. 


Local Politics: Up 
Close and Personal 


Trolly, McMeekin 
spark interesting 
debate 


BY JIM FLUIT 


On Saturday, September 27, the 
Redeemer campus was privileged 
to witness local politics up close 
and personal. The All-Candidates 
Meeting for the riding of Ancaster- 
Dundas-Flamborough-Aldershot 
brought four MPP hopefuls and 


a variety of students and local 
residents to the auditorium. 
Redeemer’s own Michael  Trolly 


represented the Family Coalition 
Party, incumbent Ted McMeekin 
the Liberals, Mark Mullins the 
Progressive Conservatives, and Kelly 
Hayes the New Democratic Party. 
Redeemer’s Brian Dijkema served 
as an able moderator, despite a few 
problems with his microphone and 
a scuffle or two between McMeekin 
and Mullins. 

Michael introduced 
himself, the platform 
of the FCP, and told of his party’s 
commitment to “principled plans 
for positive changes.” He criticized 
Ernie Eves and the Liberal Party, 
and urged the crowd to consider 


Trolly 
presented 


‘ 


voting FCP, “a new way of doing 
politics in this province.” Although 
he was the underdog in the debate 
in terms of the size of his party as 
well as his personal experience in 
polities, he nonetheless represented 
the FCP strongly and _ clearly. 
Unfortunately, Trolly was forced to 
answer audience questions before 
all the other candidates. This gave 
him little time for preparation while 
the other candidates could carefully 
think out their responses. But Trolly 
stood his ground, and also made a 
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jab at McMeekin for suggesting in 
pamphlets that voting against the 
Liberals would be like “sticking a 
fork in your right eye.” McMeekin, 
standing a few feet to his left, 
chuckled. 

Actually, McMeekin did a lot of 
chuckling, head-shaking, and eye- 
rolling throughout the evening, 
especially when his natural 
rival, Mullins, was speaking. He 
seemed eager to present himself 
as confident, experienced, friendly, 
and grandfatherly, sort of like 
Santa Claus. He capitalized on his 
extensive past political experience, 
especially as Mayor of Flamborough, 
regional councilor, and current 
MPP. He told of his dedication to 
community and to “bringing people 
together for the common good,” 
but sharply criticized Mike Harris 
and Ernie Eves, hitting on hot- 
button topics such as local school 
closures, health care privatization, 
and the amalgamation into the 
new Hamilton megacity. McMeekin 
played his cards very carefully and 
deliberately; obviously tailoring his 
rhetoric to the crowd in the Redeemer 
which he assumed 
would be disproportionately 
Christian and conservative. For 
instance, he constantly went out of 
his way to be friendly to Mike Trolly, 
making small talk while Mullins was 
speaking. I assume his comments 
went along the lines of “what is 
this guy talking about?” Mike 
would simply shrug. McMeekin 
patronized continually, using lines 
like “Michael is absolutely right,” “1 
agree with Michael,” and “that is a 
very good question, Mr. Moderator.” 
He knew there were a lot of Trolly 
supporters in the crowd and was 
obviously eager to present himself as 
a friend to Christians, not an enemy. 


auditorium, 
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COMMENTARY 


Editorial 


BY DAN POSTMA 


I've been trying to figure out what 
exactly makes this student body tick. 
What piques people's interest, pricks 
their ears and raises their heads 
in interest? The reason I ask this is 
that in recent months I’ve become 
increasingly aware of a worrisome 
trend: students’ lack of interest in 
some spectrums of student and 
citizen life. 

Take government, for example, 
starting with our own campus. Last 
year, during elections for the 2003- 
04 Student Senate, less than half of 
the student body cared enough to 
vote — a record low of 48%. At least 
the first-year elections in September 
improved on that, reaching 64%; 
however, there are still plenty of 


other signs to dampen hope. 

Redeemer recently had the 
opportunity to host an all-candidates 
debate for the provincial election, 
essentially giving students a spoon- 
fed opportunity to meet candidates 
and examine issues, all within a 
stone’s throw of their living rooms. 
How many students showed up? 
About twenty. 

Then I heard reports of an informal 
poll taken in a recent history class, 
where it was discovered that only 
55% of the students in the class had 
voted on October 2. Assuming that 
this class could be representative 
of students as a whole, we are just 
barely above the Canadian national 
average of 52% — and aren’t university 
students presumably more educated, 
discerning and involved than the 
average citizen? 

OK, so current governmental 
issues and events obviously hold 


Student Apathy Under the Microscope 


little interest for students. Surely 
academics must be what students 
are pouring themselves into, gaining 
knowledge and building relationships 
with professors and mentors. But here 
is another example of apathy: faculty 
evaluations. Because of the nature of a 
university class, with the give-and-take 
between student and teacher, I would 
have thought students would see the 
importance of these opportunities 
for “grading” their Profs. Instead, 
the response rate for the evaluations 
in September was under 20%, That’s 
right, less than a fifth of our students 
thought it worthwhile to provide this 
important feedback. 

Why is such low responsiveness 
plaguing this campus? It’s hard to 
chalk it up wholly to apathy, because 
there are many things on this campus 
that never fail to rouse student 
interest, such as coffeehouse, concerts 
and Churclt, in the Box. It’s also 


difficult to consider the possibility 
that the people complaining about 
the unresponsive student body 
(typically leaders thereof) are the 
only ones that care about the topics 
I've mentioned. But this may be 
a reality, which doesn’t faze Joe, 
the average student who attends 
the popular social events, pitches 
mailbox spam from Student Senate, 
the Registrar and Student Life, and 
then wonders why he wasn’t told 
things he needed to know. 

It may be effective to finish with 
the words of the hyperactive six-year- 
old protagonist in Bill Watterson’s 
cartoon, Calvin and Hobbes. He 
articulates the unfortunate sentiment 
widely held on this campus; 

“Tm interested in things that 
are none of my business, and I’m 
bored by things that are important 
to know.” 


Big Plans, Small Vision At Debate 


BY STUART STAAL 


Is there any better way to spend a 
Saturday evening than by watching 
four political candidates vie for our 
expressions of love at the polling 
stations? Well, this election, I can 
think of several. But it’s important to 
be informed, no matter how cynical 
you have become. There were four 
parties represented at the debate 
held in Redeemer’s auditorium on 
Sept. 27: Michael Trolly of the Family 
Coalition Party, Ted McMeekin of 
the Liberals, Mark Mullins of the 
PCs and Kelly Hayes of the NDP. 
Each did a fine job representing the 
party platform, but certain platforms 
seemed built out of straw. 

Mr. Trolly was the surprise of 
the evening. Being the pessimist 
that I am, I assumed Trdlly would 
do a good job but, considering the 
circumstances under which he 
was running, it would certainly 
be nothing to write home about. 
However, it soon became apparent 
that Mr. Trolly was very well 
informed of the party platform, and 
articulated it with conviction and 
gusto. This cannot be said of some 
of the candidates, perhaps because 
they lack the vision and fervor of 
youth, and have become decrepit 
and cynical. Although I am clearly 
biased because the FCP platform 
was the one with which I agreed 
the most, Michael Trolly bested the 
seasoned veterans with seeming 
effortlessness. 

Ted McMeekin seemed to be very 
involved in the community, fighting 
for the benefits of his constituents. 
However, as a politician, that is 
his job description. However, also 
like a politician, McMeekin seemed 
to try to steal the momentum 
of the Trolly train, and at every 
opportunity agreed and pretended 
to build on what Michael said. This 
irked me, because it seemed very 
condescending and disrespectful, 
though this might have been the 
last thing on McMeekin’s mind. 


BY DR. JOHN M. BOERSEMA 


If you were here last semester, 
you may remember seeing notices 
about Counterpoint, the Business 
Department discussion forum. You 
may have even attended one of our 
sessions. 

The Counterpoint series was 
initiated to contribute to the 
Redeemer community — students, 
faculty and staff — by discussing / 
debating topics of general interest 
on which Business faculty have 
some expertise or interest but 
about which some of you may 
hold divergent views. The intent 
is to allow significant time for 
discussion so that we can learn 
from each other. In_ particular, 
we want to help the Redeemer 
community to “count the cost” and 
recognize the economic/business 
implications of current societal 
issues. On the other hand, we want 
to be open to valid concerns from 
other disciplines. For that, we need 
you to come out to “make your 
point.” 

Last semester, we dealt with 


Business Counterpoint Kicks Off Again 


- Liberals did not give adequate 
explanation for how they could afford 
to carry out their promises of better 
and safer education, modernizing 
hydro, hiring more police and a host 
of other promises, without raising 
taxes. Additionally, rent controls 
and mandatory bio-diesel in fuel will 
be a greater public burden because of 
Liberal good intentions. The Liberal 
platform was generally weak; no real 
solutions were presented, and vision 
was lacking. 

As a_ near-fascist right-winger, 
I was not struck by Mark Mullins’ 
representation of the PC platform 
either. Mullins lacked — gusto- 
-although, to be fair, he is a 
businessman and not an actor. Yet it 
can be hoped that if one is running for 
political office, one can also attempt 
to show alittle bit of passion. The PC 
platform is decent, except it waffles. 
Banning education strikes, giving 
tax relief to seniors and attempting 
to control immigration are all good 
things, but there is no solution for 
the utilities issues. Ernie Eves, as 
described by Tourism Minister Brian 
Colbourn, is too conciliatory, unlike 
former Premier Mike Harris, who 
had his mind made up and walked 
over everybody. 

Finally, I will deal with the 
NDP, fondly referred to by some 
as the National Debt Party. To be 
honest, I mumbled and squirmed 
my way through the presentation. 
The platform of the NDP basically 
consists of public water, public 
hydro, rent freezes, $8 minimum 
wage, nearly-public daycare, nearly- 
public transit, cutting university 
tuition, improving education, fair 
taxes and a strong economy. To 
improve health care, they want to 
step up the anti-smoking campaigns 
which have proven __ totally 
ineffective. Now, if Ontario had a 
monopoly on the world’s oil supply, 
I might think this platform plausible. 
However, since this is not the case, 
one wonders where all this money 
is going to come from. The NDP 


“The Free Market: Good or Evil?” 
as well as “Electricity in Ontario” 
and Globalization. This semester, 
I led “ Economic Growth: Vice or 
Virtue?” on Sept. 29". 

On Oct. 27", Dr. Henry Brouwer 
and I will share our thoughts about 
“The Market and the Environment.” 
Finally, on Nov. 24", I will team up 
with Dr, Timothy Epp to deal with 
“The Market and the Poor.” All 
sessions are during activity period 
in Room 111. As before, we will try 
to hold the presentations to half 
an hour so that there will time for 
you to respond with comments and 
questions. 

Three further dates are set 
aside for the winter semester. We 
welcome your suggestions about 
topics that you would like dealt 
with. What concerns do you have 
about business that you would like 
to discuss/debate with us? If you 
are willing to begin the discussion 
with a 15 minute presentation, so 
much the better, Please email me at 
jboerse@redeemer.on,ca with your 
suggestions and/or to volunteer a 
presentation, 


platform is ridiculously untenable; 
any person that knows how to add 
also realizes that the NDP does not 
balance budgets. They believe that 
government-run institutions are 
safer and more efficient than private 
ones. However, that leads me to 
wonder why the Soviet Union no 
longer exists and why the U.S.A. 
is the richest country in the world 
and hasn’t become the U.S.S.A. My 
message to the NDP is this: quit 
running my life for me--I don’t want 
to live in a socialist Trudeaupia. 
What would | like to see as a party 
platform? Privatized hydro and an 
end to the price freeze, more private 
health care, privatization of water 
and sewage facilities, more support 
for private education and an overhaul 


of the election process, to name a 
few comp ts. Many people see 
boogeymen Mround every corner 


with privatization. But let’s just look 
at the basic faets. Food and housing 


RE: “FIRST COFFEEHOUSE 
OF 2003 A RESOUNDING 
SUCCESS,” SEPT. 24, 2003 


Dear Editor, 

The first coffeehouse of the year 
was “a resounding success.” Was it 
really? As I read through the article 
about it, I came to one conclusion: 
coffeehouse is not a time to share 
with one another the gifts God has 
given us, but a time to show off 
what we think is a gift, and then 
get ripped within the pages of our 
wonderful school paper. 

Coffeehouse is not an ego boost. 
Coffeehouse is not a competition. 
Perfection is not a requirement. 

My thoughts are that coffee 
house should be an informal time 
where people can share a song, a 
story, or whatever is on their minds, 
and be received with grace, and 
congratulated for their strength in 
being able to share it. 

~- Bonnie Sutherland 


' 

} 
RE: “PROVINCIAL CANDIDATES 
PREPARE FOR BATTLE,” SEPT. 
24, 2003 . 


Dear Editor, 

This letter is in response to the 
front-page article on the provincial 
election that appeared in the 
September 24 issue of The Crown. 
The article contained a number 
of inaccurate statements that, in 
my opinion, provided Redeemer 
students with a less-than-fair 
portrait of my campaign for MPP. 

To begin with, the article said that 
I am leading the Family Coalition 
Party into the municipal arena. 
Obviously this and other uses of 
the word “municipal” were out of 
order. : 

Secondly, how is the improvement 
of rail links between Hamilton and 
Toronto a questionable plan? The 
article didn’t say. 

Third, neither of the authors of 
this article contacted my campaign 
regarding my platform, as the article 
claimed, If they contacted the party 
head office, they should be aware that 


essential services provided 
by the private sector and nobody 
is complaining. Private industry 
provides us with cars, toys, tools, 
furniture, and nearly everything else 
a person could want or ask for. And 
they have done a fine job in catering 
to our every whim and desire, with 
efficiency and speed unheard of in a 
bureaucracy. The role of government 
is to create an environment which 
allows individuals to make decisions 
for their own best interests while not 
violating the interests of others. It 
has failed even in this simple task. 
Government is prone to corruption 
and complacency because there is an 
inevitable erosion of accountability. 
We cannot expect the government to 
run everything and have the voters 
hold them accountable. Rather, the 
government should work to hold 
private industry\accountable. This 
degree of separation is the difference 
between effectiveness and disaster. 


Letters to the Editor 


the party does not officially favour 
a reversal of the amalgamation of 
Hamilton, or oppose the Red Hill 
Creek Expressway. This is part of 
my personal platform. I believe 
that amalgamation was forced 
on residents of Hamilton in an 
undemocratic manner, and _ that 
there are unresolved environmental 
concerns about the expressway. 

Another problem with the article 
was that it claimed that the Family 
Coalition Party was in the same 
part of the political spectrum as the 
NDP, when there is almost nothing 
in common between our platforms. 
The authors did read through our 
party’s platform, right? 

In closing, I respect the right of 
The Crown to critically analyze the 
platforms of political candidates, 
and to denounce them. But, I believe 
that this article did so in a way 
that left a great deal to be desired. 
Hopefully on Saturday night I will 
have the opportunity to explain my 
beliefs to Redeemer students more 


accurately. 

-Mike  Trolly, Family Coalition 
Party candidate, Ancaster- 
Dundas-Flamborough-Aldershot 
www.ontariocoalition.com 


RE: “TEN PILLARS OF 
REDEEMER,” SEPT. 12, 2003 


Dear Editor, 

Some readers may have concluded 
from the criticism of “incidental 
Christian scholarship,” implied in 
my description of the 7th pillar, that 
I meant to discourage quoting the 
Bible in our courses. Nothing of the 
kind, Scripture 
abounds — with 
illuminating 
texts that shine 
like beacons on 
paths to follow 
and paths to 
avoid. By all 
means, we 
should keep 
such texts before 
us and quote 
them to each 
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other. 

All I meant to emphasize was that 
the connection between Scripture 
and learning is more direct and 
intimate than citing appropriate 
Bible verses. We must not reduce 
our work as professors and students 
at a Christian college to an incidental 
reference to Scripture. That is often a 
sign of giving in to a kind of dualism 
that sees the Bible as applicable only 
to questions of faith and ethics. No, 
the Bible teaches us a full-orbed 
worldview. Scripture divides the 
central truth about God’s world 
and its orderliness from errors 
and falsehoods about that world. 
Christian scholarship _ requires 
nothing less than a Christian 
worldview. For, as I tried to explain 
in the 8th pillar, such a worldview 
equips us for grappling, not just with 
this or that wrong notion, secular 
bias, or objectionable conclusion, 
but with the very concepts and 
methodologies of our respective 
disciplines, including their initial 
assumptions and their way of 
framing the questions. 

So much by way of clarification. 
Allow me also to make a correction. 
The dictum by C. S. Lewis that I 
quoted does not begin with “There 
is not a square inch or split second in 
the whole universe...” | was quoting 
from memory and got confused with 
a similar quotation by Abraham 
Kuyper, who wrote it seventy-five 
years earlier. Lewis said it even 
more pointedly: “There is no neutral 
ground in the universe; every square 
inch, every split second is claimed 
by God and counterclaimed by 
Satan.” Amen. 

- Prof. Harry Van Dyke 
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CAMPUS & AREA NEWS 


New Food Policies Encourag 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


And the survey says... 

In the last half of September, an 
eleven-question survey was devised, 
aimed at clearer understanding 
of student opinion regarding 
Redeemer’s restructured food plan. 
The survey was distributed to 43 RAs 
and HAs, who were asked to conduct 
the survey with their dorm mates; of 
these, 20 surveys were returned, and 
a total of 143 on-campus students 
participated in the study. 

Commenting on the survey, Schat 
reasoned that any analysis conducted 
at such an early point in the food 
program's history can only provide 
superficial clues for comparing it 
with its predecessor. Bearing this in 
mind, survey results at least provide 
a window through which one might 
gain an understanding of student 

opinion. 

A broad sweep of the mass 
of collected information reveals 
deeply-rooted student uncertainty 
and skepticism. Many argue that 
the new program not only imposes 
unnecessarily harsh consumption 
restrictions, but also hurts the on- 
campus community by inhibiting the 
communal sharing of food between 
neighbouring dorms. 

A closer look at survey statistics 
reveals various dimensions of student 
concern. While at least half of the 
completed surveys admitted that the 
new program does encourage more 
stewardly behaviour, only 21% of 
participants agreed they “are getting 
their money’s worth out of the current 
food plan.” 39% of participants claim 
they are eating less than they would if 
they were they living off-campus. 

A whopping 97% of survey 
participants agree that their dorm’s 


weekly allowance for Redeemer 
Market purchases is insufficient. 
Other survey stats support this claim: 
while the current weekly allowance 
for an eight-student dorm sits at 
$197.33, or a meager $3.52/person/ 
day, the estimated average weekly 
spending of participating dorms 
hovers around $271, or $4.84/person/ 
day, a 27% overdraft. 

Regarding the weekly dorm 
allowance, Schat suggested that 
spending habits for the month of 
September are not a trustworthy 
indication of dorm allowance 
insufficiency. Students, he reasoned, 
are going to spend more money near 
the beginning of the year as they settle 
into their residences. 

Although the survey was primarily 
focused on what students thought 
about dorm allowances and _ the 
renovations made to Redeemer’s food 
store, several dorms took the liberty 
of stating that communal meals and 
daily soups are too expensive and 
ought to be available to students on a 
pay-per-use basis. 


Old program did not work well 

Though some students may find it 
difficult to be enthusiastic about the 
new food plan, it has support from 
administration. Doreen Gringhuis, 
for example, is a passionate advocate 
of descending balances and precise 
inventory control. As Director of 
Ancillary Services, she is the primary 
architect of the new food program. 
Her manifesto is both honourable and 
straightforward: keeping Redeemer 
and its students accountable when it 
comes to food consumption requires 
that Redeemer’s food store be run as a 
respectable business. 

In an_ extensive _ interview, 
Gringhuis explained the rationale 


behind he bie She noted 
that while ¢ . program did little 
to encourag: Bite appreciation for 
the cost of food, the new program is 
intended not only to make Redeemer 
and its students accountable, but also 
to foster the learning of basic life 
skills such as budgeting and making 
conscious food choices. 

While closely monitoring students’ 
consumption pater over the past 
five years, Gringhuis was aware 
of the huge amount of food being 


wasted by the student body, as well 
as the distribution and sale of food to 
individuals on Redeemer’s food 
plan. In some instances the recipients 
of food ‘d ns’ were not even 
Redeemer students. 

Many students might also recall 


dorms in previous years that, in 
effect, became storage facilities for 
amounts of favoured 


food products such as boxed cereals 
and bagged milk. 

According to both Gringhuis and 
Schat, proof nds that Redeemer’s 


old food pro simply did not work 
well, Many students were clearly 
taking advantage of a system that did 
little to — fraudulence. 


Market prices too high? 

It is clear what students think about 
the pricing of the Redeemer Market's 
products. Of 143 survey participants, 
96% agreed that products at the food 


store are either “generally grossly 
overpriced” (65%) or “generally 
slightly overpriced” (41%). 

One of the more popular responses 
to these high prices was the 


suggestion lower-cost, no-name 
brands ought to replace, or perhaps 
accompany, e of the expensive 
brands curr for sale. Several 
respondents commended, for 


Stewardship 


example, that Black Diamond cheese 
be replaced by no-name cheese. 

Asked to comment on food store 
prices, Gringhuis reported that there 
has been around a 15-20% drop in 
prices since last academic year, and 
prices are currently comparative to 
those in grocery stores. While she 
agreed the introduction of more no- 
name brand options would provide 
students with the choice of cutting 
shopping, costs, she seemed strongly 
opposed to the idea, on the basis 
of nutrition. She is convinced that, 
though students should be able to 
choose from a variety of products, the 
store ought to stock only those brands 
that yield the greatest nutritional 
value, (Those who have tasted no- 
name peanut butter might have a 
better understanding of what she 
means!) 


What's next? 

Both Schat and Gringhuis indicated 
that the new food program will be 
closely monitored, with a formal 
reassessment slated for December. 
Schat predicted that a second 
reassessment is likely to occur near 
the end of the academic year, possibly 
followed by minor adjustments to 
dorm balances if averages indicate 
that the weekly allowance is actually 
insufficient. He cautioned, however, 
that a dorm that has spent copious 
amounts of money, substantially 
exceeding the dorm average, will not 
be treated specially. 

The bottom line, according to Schat, 
is that while Redeemer administration 
wants the students to eat well and not 
worry about not having enough to eat 
at the end of the academic year, they 
also ought to be stewardly about food 
consumption. Schat stressed that the 
situation is a learning experience for 


both students and administration, 
and that a measure of patience and 
trust is required between the two 
parties as the new program undergoes 
tweaking. 

Whether students want to hear it 
or not, it is safe to say descending 
balances and rigorous food controls 
are here to stay. Regardless, 
university administrators do not 
want their students to think there 
is the grim possibility that they will 
be reduced to nothing more than 
skin and bones as the academic year 
rolls to a close seven months down 
the road. Both Schat and Gringhuis 
represent a caring staff, concerned 
not only with ensuring that students 
become responsible consumers, 
but also that Redeemer’s Christian 
witness is not tarnished by a lack of 
respect for God-given gifts that many 
in the world do not have the luxury 
of abusing. In the end, students 
will benefit from the acquisition of 
some basic life skills, and money 
not wasted on excessive food will be 
reinvested, thereby helping to curb 
students’ food and housing costs in 
subsequent years. 

While difficulties are expected to 
arise as the new program undergoes 
modification, the long-range 
benefits of the new program surely 
outweigh both present and future 
difficulties. This may simply mean 
that students living on campus need 
to find new ways to share with one 
another. And it may also mean that 
some students may be required to 
occasionally ignore the aggressive 
cerebral voice—birthed by one’s 
entrance into a world virtually free 
of parental governance —that screams 
“injustice!” every time responsibility 
rears its ugly head. 


Student Transit Beginning To Settle 


Attridge, HSR 
becoming more 
reliable 


BY DAN POSTMA 


Off-campus students can take 
heart: the transit confusion is nearly 
over. After more than six months of 
negotiations, complicated by May’s 


change in student government, 
contracts with Hamilton  Street- 
Railway (HSR) and _  Attridge 


Transportation are nearly complete. 
Despite a number of glitches in 
September, particularly with 
Attridge’s night service, leaders 
from Redeemer and from the transit 
companies are confident that the 
kinks have been worked out and 
reliable transit throughout the day 
will soon be a reality. 

This may soothe the frustration 
of students who have been unhappy 
with transit so far. Since most of the 
reported problems have occurred 
during evening service, many of 
these students have one question 
at the top of their minds: “What is 
Attridge, and why did they take over 
the night service from HSR?” 

After the last academic year, 
representatives from HSR decided 
that night service for Redeemer was 
economically unfeasible for them. 
Andy McLaughlin, HSR’s Supervisor 
of Route Planning and Scheduling, 
says, “The Redeemer weekday night 
service was previously operated 
using a bus operator who agreed to 
work overtime, after their regular 
shift had finished. Very few shifts 
finished around the time that the 


Faith Justice Politics 


RUC night service started, so it 
became increasingly difficult to 
find an operator who was willing to 
work overtime.” McLaughlin also 
explained that tougher regulations 
in the Employment Standards 
Act compounded the problem of 
finding operators. Clearly, then, it 
was impossible for HSR to continue 
providing late-night transit links to 
Redeemer. 

Enter Attridge Transportation, a 
private company with over twenty 
years in the transit industry. After 
exhaustive research throughout the 
summer, Student Senate identified 
Attridge as the most cost-effective 
company to continue evening 
bus service. Senate decided that 
evening bus service had come to be 
expected by Redeemer students, and 
maintaining it was of paramount 
importance. 

This decision comes at great cost, 
however. HSR charges $49.65 per 
service hour for their 1099 hours 
of daytime service; Attridge costs 
$60 per service hour for their 312 
nighttime service hours. This means 
that though just over 20 percent of our 
transit service comes from Attridge, 
over 30 percent of our transit funds 
are directed to them. 

This decision has cascading effects, 
and not just on the Student Senate 
budget. Italso affects the controversial 
Student/Recreation Facility (SRF) 
Fund and, in turn, the proposed 
new student centre, hopefully being 
built in 2006. Since 2001-02, Senate 
has drawn transit fees from the SRF 
account, the monies of which were 
originally designated for the new 
student centre. Because Redeemer’s 
administration has generously 
committed to supplementing SRF 
money with whatever amount is 
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necessary to ai a solid student 
centre, the continued draining of 
the SRF account for transit also 
affects them. However, they do not 
appear too concerned, According to 
Fred Schat, Dean of Students, most 
of the administration believes that 
“the student desire/need for transit 
should take precedence over not 
providing transit and leaving the SRF 
intact.” The administration should 
also be heartened by the desire of 
this year’s Senate to stop drawing 
on SRF funds. Senate vice-president 
Rob Joustra notes, “We have worked 
very hard to ensure that the SRF fund 
will be locked up at the close of the 
year, and the SRF fee will be replaced 
with a Student it Fee. This not 
only gives studen a more honest 
face, but it also helps clear up some 


small financial administrative 
problems that u SRF for transit 
has created.” 


So despite 
parties seem ha 
transit situation 


her costs, most 
y with how the 
worked out. 


The only task that remains is to 
solidify technical route schedules, 
particularly on the part of Attridge; 


daytime service from HSR appears 
to be working well. On September 
ed what it calls the 
x ule for Attridge,” 
the benefit of 
campus students 
of transit. Finally, 
be advised that a 
new “Student Transit Committee” 
has been formed, under Joustra’‘s 
guidance, to exan 


all on- and off 
who make use 
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Plagiarism Under Fire 
With New Online Tool 


Redeemer tests 
Turnitin.com to 
combat rising trend 
in cheating 


BY JAKE BELDER 


The internet is undoubtedly a 
great invention. Not only can it 
connect people from all parts of the 
globe instantaneously, it is also an 
invaluable research tool. You can find 
information on nearly anything at the 
click of a button. 

There are, however, downfalls 
to this. Perhaps the most notable 
is the increase in the amount of 
plagiarism amongst university-level 
students. Plagiarism means using 
information from a source without 
giving it proper credit. This can be 
done in the form of copying and 
pasting unoriginal material into a 
paper, or by simply printing off and 
using entire essays from the internet. 
The website Turnitin.com posted 
the results of a recently-conducted 
Gallup poll on the ethics of university 
students, The results show that over 
thirty percent of work submitted by 
students contains significant amounts 
of unoriginal material, while just 
less than one percent is entirely 
plagiarized. 

In recent months, there has been 
a sharp increase in the amount of 
plagiarism here at Redeemer. In the 
last month of the 2002-2003 school 
year, there were approximately a 
dozen cases of blatant plagiarism 
discovered, As a result, preventative 
measures are now being taken. 

Access to the Turnitin.com website 
has been purchased by Redeemer 
to curb the problem of plagiarism. 
Before this was instituted, the only 
way to trace plagiarism online was to 
run a paper through a search engine 
such as Google. However, this was 
extremely time-consuming, and 
often not very fruitful. Now all that 
professors need to do is electronically 
submit a _ student's paper to 
Turnitin.com. This search engine has a 
vast database of information to which 
students’ papers will be compared. 
This database contains more than 


two billion pages of information, 
and is being updated at a rate of 
30-40 million pages per day. It also 
contains millions of published works 
and keeps copies of every paper 
that is ever submitted for checking. 
Turnitin.com, a parallel-distributed 
system, takes fifteen seconds to search 
either one or one hundred papers. 

When the search is completed, the 
report that is released is a replica of 
the paper, in which any information 
that has been taken from a source is 
underlined, color-coded, and linked 
to that original source. From there, 
it is left to the professor’s discretion 
to determine whether the student 
plagiarized deliberately or simply 
overlooked a citation accidentally. 

Dr. Doug Needham, chair of the 
Academic Standards Committee, 
and Ms. Janny Eikelboom, Chief 
Librarian, both emphasized strongly 
that plagiarism is a very serious 
academic offence, and that penalties 
are handed out according to the 
policies in the academic calendar. A 
three-strike approach is in effect, with 
the third strike resulting in expulsion 
from the university. Dr. Needham 
and Ms. Eikelboom noted that the 
Turnitin.com website will act as an 
educational tool for both students and 
professors. Professors will be able to 
show students when they have relied 
too heavily on a source or if they have 
been careless in their research. They 
also stressed that when plagiarism is 
kept unchecked, the education of the 
student is devalued. When students 
hand in papers they have not written, 
they suffer by not learning the subject 
matter, as well as by not learning 
how to conduct research or to write 
properly. In addition, it is highly 
unfair to students who produce 
their own work, when other students 
plagiarize and hand in unoriginal 
work. 

At this time, Redeemer considers 
Turnitin.com a test project in the pilot 
stage. For this year, papers from 
selected courses in each discipline 
will be sent through the process, and 
further evaluation of its effectiveness 
will come after that. The intention 
is that the program will be used 
long-term, and that the problem 
of plagiarism will be completely 
eradicated from the Redeemer 
campus. 
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Student Senate Complete at Last - Meet Your Government 


Finally, all of the 
chairs are filled 


BY EMILY SLOTEGRAAF 


President: Josh 


Baxter. Josh 
>] comes from 
| Peterborough, 

Ontario. He 

jis entering 
mhis 4 year 


at Redeemer, 
and is doing a 
History honours 
major. He has previously been 
involved in Kids Club, 4Adonai, 
Varsity Soccer and Hockey. Josh is 
excited about the upcoming year 
and hopes it will be enriching for 
the students and Senate. 

Vice-President: [ 


Rob Joustra. } 
Rob comes | 
from Ottawa, 
and is entering fy 
his 3™ year at 
Redeemer. He 


is pursuing an 
honours History | 

major, as well 

as studying Political Science. His 
previous involvements include the 
choir and the Crown. His interests 
include concert choir, medieval 
warfare, politics, international 
justice, and mythology. He's 
looking forward to a challenging 


Redeemer prof 
publishes new 
standard in Christian 
undergraduate. 
political theory 


BY RICH GREYDANUS 


The process of writing a magnum 
opus is something the majority of 
us will never experience. Because 
of this, Redeemer’s political science 
professor David Koyzis deserves our 
admiration, for he has completed 
what we may never start. InterVarsity 
Press recently published his Political 
Visions & Illusions: A Survey and 
Christian Critique of Contemporary 
Ideologies, a book that has taken 
nearly a decade to complete. 

This work has been an intellectual 
journey that began very early in life 
for Koyzis. The political world in 
North America has grown rather 
quiet since the 1960's and 70's. 
In living memory, | can recall the 
downfall of communism, yet it 
did not have so great an impact 
on myself as it would have had 
on a person who lived during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis. Nor 
have many of us seen Martin 
Luther King Jr. protest against 
racial discrimination. No longer 
are we forced to look directly 
at radically different political 
ideas and compare them. The 
dominance of liberalism in 
North America has left us rather 
complacent. We have reached, 
as it were, a comfortably quiet 
political landscape. 

Koyzis, on the other hand, 
lived through these events, 
and had the importance of a 
Christian approach to politics 
impressed upon him, There are 
currently two well-developed 
Christian approaches to political 
thought, one Reformed and 
the other Catholic. Koyzis 
encountered the Reformed stream 
while attending Bethel College in St. 
Paul, Minnesota. From there he went 
on to pursue a Masters degree in 
political philosophy at the Institute 
for Christian Studies (ICS), He 
rounded off his education at Notre 
Dame before coming to teach at 
Redeemer in 1987, 

When asked why he_ began 
writing his book, Koyzis pointed 
out the lack of entry-level, 
undergraduate political theory texts 
written from a Christian perspective. 
In the summer of 1994 he began to 


Koyzis’ New Book the Work 


year and to working with students 
to address their concerns. 

Spiritual 
~ jand Service 
— |Committee 


(SASC) Chair: 
Mikey Arce. 
Mikey comes 
all the way from 
Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia. He is 


entering his 2" 
year at Redeemer, and is studying 
History. Mikey believes that he 
is just an average Bolivian who 
loves to eat chicken, play guitar, 
and play with his dog Beto. His 
favourite thing about Redeemer is 
being able to be so involved in a 
school with a Kingdom vision. 
Activities 
Coordinator: } 
Sam Frisk. Sam 
is entering his 
2.4 year here, 
taking a Theatre 
and English 
major. He is 
X-tremely X- 
cited to have the 
chance to serve the student body 
by bringing them the coolest, 
most fun, and most unbelievably 
entertaining activities this side of 
an Alabama pig roast. He hopes to 
help foster community as students 
play, laugh, and grow together. 
Secretary: Emily  Slotegraaf. 
Emily is a 3 year student, and is 
pursuing a Biology major. Emily 


remedy this problem. Five chapters 
were quickly turned out; of those, 
one was scrapped and two went 
through massive content overhauls. 
The actual writing of the book took 
seven years time. And this was not 


,...without its problems. It seems even 
* political theorists are not without 


their personal bouts of writer's 
block. 

The result of a lifetime of study 
and many years of writing, between 
other responsibilities of work and 
family, is a lucid treatment of recent 
political theory accompanied by a 
Christian perspective. 

The last few centuries of Western 
history are a record of political 
experimentation. Koyzis traces the 
development of five major political 
ideologies, all of which are radical 
perversions of the Gospel message 
of Christ. What characterizes an 
ideology, says Koyzis, is a central, 
modernized version of Old 
Testament idolatry. It is the treatment 
of some part of God’s creation as if it 
were God himself, as if it possessed 
saving powers. Idolatry necessarily 
implies an intellectual reduction, 


PORIMIAGAL 
VISIONS & 
ILLUSIONS 


and robs from our experience of 
God's creation, 

Koyzis proceeds to break down the 
five different ideologies and expose 


from which 
Liberalism, 


the idolatrous root 
their structure stems. 
conservatism, nationalism, 
democracy, and_ socialism, all 
of which have had effects upon 
the current political system used 
by governments today, do an 
injustice to the wonderful diversity 
of God’s creation, For example, 
liberalism finds its salvation in 
the freedom of the individual 


of a Lifetime 


loves goofing 
around and 
supports every 
good pun. 
Her previous 
involvements 
at Redeemer 
include H,O, 
VA,, and Varsity 
Soccer. She is 
very excited to meve the Redeemer 
community because it has greatly 
shaped her emotionally, spiritually, 
and ee she hopes 
the same for 

Treasurer 


R ive hace 
Oosterhof 
Rich i 
Biology major, 
and 

from 

near 

where he 


home schooled 

through high school. Rich enjoys 
choir, big discussions, music 
(classical guitar), ping-pong, and 
a whole lot of other random stuff 
(talk to him if you're curious). In 
the future, Rich would love to 
work abroad, doing something in 
the area of medicine. 

The four general senators of 
2003-2004 are David Vlasblom, 
Kim Furtney, Jake Belder, and 
Audrey Faweett. 

Dave Vlasblom is doing an 
honours major in History, in 
addition to a major in Religion/ 


to do wnat they choose, It 
destroys any understanding of a 
ibility to fellow 
second example, 
udes a _ concrete 
all familiar ie 
$. propaganda 
a that sai the 
tion, had natural 
itory. Also, the 
of the Jews 
e of German 


nationalism, 
example we 
Nazism. Hitle 
based upon an 
German volk, or 
rights to annex t 
dreadful slaugh 
was done in the 
nationalism. > 

The necessary course of action is to 
reach beyond the ideologies. Koyzis 
proposes to do thi adopting the 
Biblical worldview of Creation, Fall, 
and Redemption. We cannot find 
the solutions to our world’s political 
problems in the world itself, as 
the ideologies pr to do, but 
rather in the world’s Creator and 
Redeemer. 

Current politill dogma would 
have us believe we that need to 
separate our religion from our 
politics. The assumed danger is 
that faith would have a totalitarian 


presents a 
two Christian a 


thought. Both 
to provide a 
standing of the 
in our world, 


for a Christi 
He concludes 


fiew of justice. 
by weighing 


of these alte es, 

Koyzis is fond of pointing 
out that when he began to write 
this book he was unmarried, 
and upon its completion he was 
married and had achild. Perhaps 


there is signific ince in this 


bit about Koyzis 
passions can see 
in the book through examples 
and illustrations, He refers to 


his native country of Cyprus, 
his love of ee music 


is evident, and reflects on 

what a family is. These bring 
the text to life, making it not simply 
an accomplishment, but a personal 
achievement of the highest degree. 
(I was disappointed, however, to not 
find any bowtie references.) 


Our grandparents may have seen 
firsthand the Nazi horrors of WWIL. 
Our parents may have lived under a 
threat of Communist invasion, But 
the fact that liberalism now stands 
more or less unchallenged does 
not mean that we as Christians no 
longer need to involve ourselves in 
politics, Political canes Illusions 
is a reminder to us of 


Theology. 
Dy Ry V2.0." 
experiences 
Jinclude being 
an R.A. and an 
HLA. Spiritual 
} and Service 
|Committee, 
Concert Choir, 
Outdoor Club 
Executive, and Church in the 
Box Prayer Team. His favourite 
thing about Redeemer is that it 
is an open, inter-denominational 
community of Christians who are 
passionate about redeeming. all 
of creation, glorifying God, and 
spreading His love. 

Kim Furtney 
is entering her 
final year here 
at Redeemer, 
with majors 
in Music and 
Humanities. 
She can often be 
found playing 
the piano, 
laughing, or being involved in 
one form of excitement or another. 
She’s really excited about being 
a General Senator this year, and 
serving on the Spiritual and 
Service Committee. She is looking 
forward to seeing the Redeemer 
body grow, learn, and experience 
God together. 


Jake  Belder 
is majoring in 
Humanities. 
Jake’s_ interests 
lone cud wu dase 
automobiles, 
music, theology, 
history, small 
towns, and 
finding useless 
information on the internet. Jake’s 
favourite thing about Redeemer is 
the community. 

Audrey 

awcett is 

lfilling’’ ~ a 
certificate in 
General Studies. 
Audreyexplains | 
entering into 
her second year}. 
at Redeemer hp 
with one 
word: “yah!” She comes from a 
background of home-schooling, 
which included a_ year-long 
student exchange in Australia. 

The three newly-elected, first- 
year general senators are Darren 
Sinke, Natalie Armstrong and 


REDEEMER 


Olen, 


Laura Johnson. 


Darren Sinke 
comes from 
St. Catharines 
and is in the 
P.E. Education 
Teaching 
Program, witha 
missions minor. 
He is interested 
in church and 
family life along with athletics. 
He is involved in cross country, 
Kidz Club, Senior Impact, and 
Men’s soccer at Redeemer this 
year. 

Natalie 
Armstrong] — 
is entering | 
her first year} 
at Redeemer} 
with a major 
in English. She | 
comes from 
Mooretown, 
On t prio, 
which is near Sarnia. Her other 
involvments at Redeemer 
include basketball, the Activities 


Committee, and writing for the 
Crown. 


bat mera 
Johnson comes 
from a family 
of four sisters, 
and enjoys 
Irish dancing, 
sewing, public 
speaking, 
community 
service, and ice 
skating. She plans to be a teacher, 
and is pursuing a double major 
in Education and French. She is 
excited to be at Redeemer, sharing 
in the fun activities, friendships, 
and strong Christian atmosphere 
that she has found. She looks 
forward to serving the Redeemer 
community as a member of the 
SASC and Student Senate. 

So, welcome to this year’s 


“Senate. We are currently working 


on setting up a website that will 
feature more information about 
the Senators and what we are 
up to. We want to stress that we 
are on Senate because we believe 
in Redeemer. So please, if you 
have any concerns or new ideas 
or would just like to talk to us, 
come and see us. The Senate office 
is open from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
Monday to Friday, so during these 
hours, please come and chat! 


Education 


that 


goes 


where God 


the world 


Canada's evangelical 
university-based seminary 
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Top Ten Hurdles to Meaningful Performance 


Serious barriers 
facing actors, 
speakers, and 

worship leaders 


BY DR. RAYMOND LOUTER 


As I put this list together, it 
occurred to me that the word 
“talent” did not come up in this 
exercise. It is a loaded word — one 
which is often used to separate those 
who we perceive to have been 
blessed with the divine gift from 
those who, we assume, have not. In 
my experience, it is the people who 
are passionate about the story they 
have to tell that have the discipline 
to address whatever performance 
issues they may have. Talent can be 
developed. 

These barriers to performance are 
here in no particular order. 


I. FEAR 

Even after this many years in front 
of students, I carry within me traces 
of the fear that many of us feel when 
we stand before a group of our peers. 
We are in a vulnerable position, 
physically and emotionally, when 
we place ourselves before a much 
larger group of people. We fear 
being judged and found wanting. 
Women may fear the “gaze” of men 
and men may fear the position of 
the one being gazed at. The “fight or 
flight” principle is deeply embedded 
in our psyches. As a result, eye 
contact is furtive and superficial. 
The body and the voice tighten. 
Real-life contact is exchanged for 
isolation or fumbling in the dark. 
The specific reasons for one’s fear 
need careful handling and response. 
Fear immobilizes us and kills the 


joyful exuberance of life, which is 
problematic for performers. 


Il. UNBELIEF 

We read Scripture, but we don't 
believe it. We don’t believe that 
God’s plan is to prosper us, We 
don’t believe that we are fearfully 
and wonderfully made. We don’t 
believe that we are worthy of the 
love of God. We live in the outer 
court rather than at the feet of Jesus. 
We know what we should be, but too 
often we act as though we don't. 


Ill. SELF-;UDGEMENT 

In Wayne's World, the central 
character often laments “I’m not 
worthy.” This is easy to say in this 
age of modernity, since the essence 
of our humanity seems locked 
up in images either of impossible 
efficiency or impossible sexuality. 
When we are victims of this kind 
of worldliness, we can barely hold 
to the idea of our creature-status 
in creation. We judge ourselves 
against a manufactured image of 
humanity, and we can’t measure 
up. Self-judgement manifests itself 
in performance via nervousness, 
fidgeting and general lack of focus. 


IV. SELF-ABSORPTION 

Perhaps the opposite of 
what is described in the section 
entitled “Fear” is self-absorption. 
Occasionally a performer is so in 
love with himself that he cannot 
see beyond himself to take in the 
audience. The work is about him 
— not about the people listening 
and watching. Sometimes this 
comes about because of training 
and experience. Sometimes it just is. 
Either way, when a performer loves 
himself more than the audience, it 
registers as arrogance and manifests 
itself in repetitious and predictable 
action. 


V. POOR PREPARATION 
Performance is a physical act. 
The body and voice require training 
and development. Warming up 
the body and voice for the work is 
essential, Not doing homework ~ not 
memorizing text on time, coming 
late to class and/or rehearsal, not 
giving thought to what a particular 
piece is about these common errors 
seriously undermine the creative 
process, Habits creep in, and the 
possibility of originality goes away. 


VI, LACK OF FOCUS 

It sounds so painfully simple, 
yet it is a difficult concept to 
understand--theatre performance 
is someone doing something for 
someone they know is watching. 
Doing something onstage is often 
misunderstood as what theatre 
people refer to as “stage business.” 
Fiddling with clothes, looking out 
windows, gasping and wringing 
hands all say that the performer 
is waiting, but they are not really 
waiting. On stage waiting is active 
— it is a list of actions squeezed into 
the time before the fiancé arrives. 
Performers who tell us what they 
are doing are rather boring to watch, 
whereas a performer who is in action 
is much more interesting. In the first 
example, we have someone without 
purposefulness and __ therefore 
without focus. Focus is completing 
the task that you set out to do when 
you entered the stage space. 


Vil. LACK OF DISCIPLINE 
Discipline separates the 
professional performer from the 
unprofessional performer. Doing 
the work and respecting the craft 
means that your training is part of 
your calling and your life, not just 
something you do because someone 
else requires it of you. It means that 
you show respect for other people 
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by not wasting their time. It means 
arriving at rehearsal on time, ready 
to work, A disciplined performer 
works well both independently and 
in a group. This list could get very 
long, but I think the direction is clear 
enough. 


Vill. POOR HEALTH 

Bad health generally impedes 
performance. If one is short of breath 
because one is out of shape (smoking 
doesn’t help-—it’s very hard on the soft 
vocal folds), one’s ability to play the 
rather athletic parts is diminished. 
Obesity can also be a problem for 
the performer who wants to play 
a range of parts. Having said that, 
because of different conceptions 
of performance, particularly in 
Canada, having the right “look,” or 
even being of a particular race, is a 
smaller problem than it used to be. 
Any activity that is bad for the body 
and the soul negatively affects the 
possibilities open to a performer. 


IX. BAD PERFORMANCE HABITS 

All performers have a bag of 
tricks; the gags that we can pull 
out whenever we don’t know what 
to do next. Generally these gags 
are designed to deflect attention 
away from the fact that we don’t 
really know what to do next. There 
is nothing immoral about the bag 
of tricks per se, but there are some 
hazards with repeated use. I believe 
that one of the reasons we like to 
watch people is that we like to see 
the essential weirdness of people 
revealed. We like to see the lover 
caught with a picture of another 
girl in his pocket because we love 
to watch him try to squirm out 
of it (especially when he’s caught 
by the girlfriend). Why? Because 
we've been there. It’s nice not to 
be there now. We see ourselves in 
another person, and we laugh. When 


the performer fears the honesty 
of being in a moment like this he 
mugs and grimaces and, therefore, 
comments on the situation. Being 
in the situation requires courage 
and honesty. The performer who 
is willing to stand in the crap of a 
bad situation discovers much, and 
audiences certainly know one from 
the other. Students often fall into bad 
habits because of overwork. 


X. BAD CULTURAL HABITS 

Seeing live performance is part 
of a performer’s lifestyle. Movie 
watching is often pleasurable, but 
one does not have a relationship 
with an audience as a film actor. | am 
interested in the interaction between 
performers and the audience (some 
plays like a warm interaction, while 
other plays grant anonymity to the 
audience), The theatre is a place of 
possibility — it is where an audience, 
comprised often of strangers, comes 
together for the event. Attending 
live performance events of all sorts 
keeps us in the habit of looking 
at one another in real time and in 
real space — to check in with the 
other humans of this fractured and 
sorrowing world. 


The primary’ gathering of 
Christian people is at worship events, 
because it is here that we have the 
opportunity to see each other in our 
need, and to communally confess 
our brokenness. While worship is 
not the same as performance (we 
may say that it is performative) it 
helps to prime us for the ongoing 
work of meaningful interaction with 
one another, and performance is a 
way to do this. Here there is much 
that worship leaders can learn from 
performers. Real contact is not the 
furtive three-second glance. Worship 
should provide time and space for 
real contact. 
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Unique Colours, Text Featured In Ypma Art Show 


Alumnus’ works 
introspective and 
provocative 


BY ANDREA HENSEN 


The crowd at the opening of 
Brenda Ypma’s art show included Art 
students, RUC professors and faculty, 
and many of Ypma’s friends and 
family. The punch was sweet and the 
treats were an added pleasure to the 
conversation, critique and friendly 
introductions. After about a half an 
hour of viewing time, Redeemer’s 
Chris Cuthill quieted and assembled 
the crowd for a brief introduction 
and explanation of Ypma’s gallery 
series, entitled “Feminine Icons.” 

Cuthill offered the crowd some 
insight on what the “loaded” title 
might mean to a contemporary 
audience, including breaking down 
and discussing the importance of 
each word. The viewer needs to be 
aware of Ypma’s vision of value and 
the specificity of the subject matter 
she covered, such as the use of the 
words ‘patron saint,’ which bring to 
mind issues of the iconoclastic period 
and Catholic Church traditions. 
Cuthill went on to say, “images 
allow artists to open up in ways 
where words are unable to express 
emotions or feelings.” He concluded 
by saying that Ypma’s work is about 
connections, experience, and the 
diversity of people. 

Ypma then took the stage, further 
clarifying her title, and expressing 
what she hoped people would 
understand through her paintings. 
She noted her gallery series is 
about expectations: “traditional 
expectations, career expectations, 
cultural expectations, and gender 
expectations - including the 
expectations and responsibilities. of 
having children and of motherhood.” 
By using the term “patron saints,” she 
hoped to be better able to represent 
an idea for a larger number of people, 
instead of one specific type of person. 
She went on to explain that the 
majority of the faces she created are 
anonymous, and that because of this 
they better personify the titles of the 
works through wee expressions. 


Jesse Cook's 


Her use of circles, sticks, and flowers, 
she said, is “a good way to represent 
birth, growth, and _ regeneration, 
symbolizing the creational fact that 
as God's created people, we are all a 
part of a continuation of cycles.” 

Cuthill and Ypma‘s addresses 
created a context from which the 
viewers were able to see Ympa‘s 
art. I found that knowing Ypma’s 
artistic intentions allowed for higher 
appreciation and a more in-depth 
understanding of her paintings. 

Ypma‘s works on the walls of the 
gallery decorate and attract, and 
make single glances impossible. The 
first row of paintings is composed 
of portraits of women whose 
expressions coincide with their 
titles. Each deals, in some way, with 
womanhood and heritage (Patron 
Saints). Each face has a strong 
Dutch look, including rosy cheeks, 
small chins, fair colored skin, and 
extremely bold eyes, which testify 
to Ypma’s personal heritage. Ypma‘s 
use of color also gives a more in- 
depth sense of her familial influences; 
she uses orange as a typical Dutch 
protestant color, and green as a 
color of regeneration and life. Each 
face is uniquely characterized by the 
emotions and feelings that are being 
communicated; however, they all 
carry a very stoic and profound look 
that creates a significant and lasting 
impression. In fact, Ypma informed 
me that she had no models and no 
photos to use as reference in painting 
these women. This is quite a feat for 
any artist, and it must be somewhat 
invigorating to first imagine and 
then to create. 

The second row of portraits 
consists of Ypma‘s more personal 
paintings. For example, “the orange 
dress,” is a painting of an orange 
polka dot dress beside a hand-written 
story from Ypma‘s childhood. 

Among the portraits are still-life 
paintings. One study that especially 
stood out for me is entitled “vessels,” 
about which Ypma said she wanted 
to convey a_ beautiful analogy 
of women as vessels, in order to 
express how woman can be filled 
with an incredible sense of life and 
history. Another still-life that I 
enjoyed, entitled “feminine oops,” is 
comprised of two green apples and 
a comical mishap. I found this piece 


‘Nomad 


Breaks New Ground 


Strong melodies and 
deeper lyrics create 
powerful new album 


BY JAMES BLOEMENDAL 


Jesse Cook's fifth release, Nomad 
(Narada), breaks the standard 
that he set for his flamenco-hybrid 
music. Fans were happy when he 
would perform guitar solos over 
his Latin rhythm section; he was 
not. Not satisfied with fulfilling 
the status quo, he traveled from 
Cairo to London and 
then to Toronto to 
create something new. 
He began by adding 
violin and _ electric 
bass to his band, and 
has now expanded on 
this, adding sounds 
that range from the 
mysterious whines of 
the Middle Eastern 
strings to the luring 
pulses of Western synthesizers. 

These are all signs that Cook is 
maturing; he has learned what it 
takes to grow as a writer and as a 
performer. In the past, he would 
play sixty percent of all of the 
instruments recorded, take care of all 
of the producing, and allow for one 
token track with lyrics. The songs 
were more about creating a vehicle 
for improvisation than about writing, 
with new depth, Although his past 
albums and extensive solos were 
great, they became a bit repetitive. 
In Nomad, he takes a step back from 
doing all the work himself. He 
spends less time playing, allowing 
for vocals and strings to play a more 


prominent role, and spends more 
time gathering up the best musicians 
that he can find. 

This broad spectrum of melodic 
instrumentation has allowed for the 
music to express a greater variety of 
emotions. The songs range in their 
tone from mysterious and chilling to 
familiar and driving. What unites all 
the songs is a strong sense of melody. 
In this way, Cook could break more 
ground. This album presents a great 
opportunity for people who love 
pop, but want something with a new 
twist. “Down like Rain” captures 
this feeling well by trading sensitive 
vocal lines with Cook’s guitar. Some 


might say this 
increase in melodic 
simplicity and 


lyrical content is an 
attempt to increase 
of flamenco 


sales 
records. Maybe it 
is. However, he 


might be carrying 
his experience from 
other cultures into 
the West, which is to 
Even though the lyrics 


our benefit. 
of the love songs are not profound 
in content by themselves, they are 
given new life when placed within 


Through the wails 
and whines of Middle-Eastern 
instruments, the pain becomes 
mysterious, and through the driving 
rhythm of Latin percussion, the pain 
gives way to hope. 

This album does many things 
well: it covers a wide range of styles, 
it mixes comfortable pop sounds 
with new flamenco sounds, it 
includes tasteful guitar playing and 
sweet vocals, and, more importantly, 
it caters to both the music purist and 
the casual listener. 


Cook’s writing. 


relieved some of the tension created 
by the previous paintings, the 
majority of which were quite serious 
and involved much contemplation 
and introspection. 

I had the opportunity of asking 
Ypma a few questions that might 
interest artists and art connoisseurs. 

The Crown: How long did it take you 
to complete this gallery series? 

Ypma: Well, apart from a few 
works in progress, about six months. 

The Crown: What made you choose 
this medium? 

Ypma: I love acrylic, and it is a 
medium that is very forgiving and 
versatile. It dries quickly and you 
can paint over it quickly, whereas oil 
takes too long to wait for. 

The Crown: What inspires you as an 
artist? 

Ypma: Other artists fuel me, and 
I really get excited about color and 
form. 

The Crown: What background do you 
have in showcasing your work? 


Ypma: Besides my _ senior 
independent art show here at 


Redeemer in 1997, | had a small 
show in my house, in which my 
husband and I practically cleared 
out the entire house and used it as a 
gallery to display my art, selling out 
to guests that were invited. I have 
wonderful support from my friends, 
family and church community. 

The Crown: Why did you utilize text 
in your paintings? 

Ypma: I love words and think 
they are extremely important. 
And | think that “non-artists” and 
some Reformed people sometimes 
need an explanation of the artist's 
intention, otherwise they just walk 
around guessing why the artist did 
something and what it represents, 

The Crown: What were your 
biggest struggles while completing this 
collection? 

Ypma:  Selfegonfidence was one 
of my biggest Sttuggles, because the 


show was on a totally new subject 
basis. It’s like all things; when you 
try something new you never know 
quite how it is going to turn out. 
It was especially difficult because 
everything was from my head - | 
was creating these people. 

The Crown: What sort of 
impression would you like your 
viewers to walk away with after 
viewing your show? 

Ypma: I would like them to think 
more about where other people are 
at and where their heritage is from. 

The Crown: Have there been any 
influential artists in your life? 

Ypma: Gustav Klimt, Alice Neel, 
Carl Larson, Chuck Close, and 
Vincent Van Gogh. I mostly enjoy 
the impressionist period and art 
nouveau, and especially the post- 
impressionist period. 

The Crown: What made you want to 
become an artist? 

Ypma: I have always wanted to be 
an artist ever since I was little; it has 
always been the one gift that stood 
out. I need to do justice to God for 
this gift he has blessed me with. And 
Iam grateful for the support I receive 
from family and friends and that I 
am able to enjoy my work so much. 

The Crown: What do you do in 
your spare time as an artist? (Ypma’s 
student background includes an 
art major and History and English 
minors): 

Ypma: I read everything and I 
paint. I love art books and novels, 
but especially art books. I take a trip 
to the library once a week and will 
leave with a stack of books that I can 
barely carry. 

The Crown: What is your trademark 
thus far as an artist? 


Ypma: My color usage is 
responded to, mostly. 
The Crown: What do you foresee for 


yourself in the future as an artist? 
Ypma: Do you mean my pipe 
dream? To have my own gallery! 


Because art and showcasing are so 
limited in that there aren’t many 
galleries and the public doesn’t get a 
lot of exposure to art. If I did have my 
own gallery, | could support other 
artists too, so they can showcase their 
work also. 

The Crown: Is there any advice you 
would like to pass on to any young and 
aspiring artists? 
Believe 


Ypma; in your own 
artwork and keep at it. The artist 
should think of themselves as 


joggers, in that they must keep 
plugging away at it, because it 
doesn’t just happen overnight. 
Ypma’s inclusion of text in her 
paintings allows her intentions and 
underlying meanings to live on, 
and thus her creations will not be 
guesswork for people in the future. 
Her use of color throughout the show 
creates an uplifting and exciting 
environment, and wonderfully 
depicts a feeling of growth and life. 
While exploring and appreciating 
Ypma’s paintings, I can recognize 
that she is an accomplished artist 
by her ability to comment on the 
human condition with her polished 
brushwork. Her artwork is not 
typical but very reflective, and as 
many have concluded, including 


myself, she is an artist that we'll 
hopefully be seeing more of in the 
future. 
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Terpstra Breathes Life 
Into His Poetry 


Beautifully-crafted 
words brought to 
life by their creator 


BY SIMON LESIEUR 


John Terpstra is sitting at a small 
table at Williams, his arms folded 
across his chest. As I pull up a chair 
in front of him, he extends his hand 
to offer a warm, humble handshake. 
We discuss his creative process, the 
peculiar relationship between his 
wife and his work, as well as the 
artwork selection on the cover of the 
books stacked in front of him. Like 
his handshake, he exudes warmth 
and humility. 

His gentle character sets the tone 
for his hour-long poetry reading 
in the Board Room on Thursday, 
October 2nd. Terpstra, dressed in a 
casual greenish-grey shirt, presents 
seven meticulously-selected poems, 
ranging from his 1997 collection of 
poetry, The Church Not Made With 
Hands, to poems from his very 
latest book, Disarmament, fresh off 
the press from Nova Scotia and at 
Redeemer in time for his reading. 

The attentive crowd of thirty- 
five students and faculty, sipping 
coffee and raspberry juice, clings 
to every word as Terpstra opens 
the evening with his first poem, 
followed by a brief commentary 
on the difficulties of being a poet 
within the Canadian scene. “It’s 
hard,” he says. “There is a small 
audience, especially where faith is 
concerned.” On this particular topic, 
he later adds, between his reading 
of “Poolside” and “Atonement,” 
that his poems, while directly and 
indirectly referencing his own 
personal experience with faith, do 
not specifically target people who 
have a similar understanding. “[The 
poems] are written more for people 


outside the faith than inside.” He 
adds with much caution, “it is a 
form of proselytizing, I guess.” 

Indeed, hope abounds in his 
poetry, a hope that draws in and 
connects with everyone, regardless 
of background. The third poem he 
reads, “Flames of Affection, Tongues 
of Flame,” is a poem influenced 
by reflections on Pentecost, and 
resonates with this underlying 
theme of hope, while addressing 
the unavoidable tension between 
nature and suburbia, One of the 
more striking incidences of this 
omnipresent tension is developed 
early in the poem, the fragile 
essence of nature standing against 
the cold, bland structure of human 
civilization: 

“And though they are wooden 
stairs / that make a nice wooden 
sound, and though / they lean 
endearingly to one side or the other 
/ in a manner steel could never 
comprehend” 

Laughing, he points out 
the irony in the fact that the 
wooden stairs scaling the 
Hamilton escarpment have 
since been replaced by steel 
ones, Terpstra comments 
on our relationship with 
landscape, including 
our abuse of it, and the 
complexity of finding a 
relationship with nature 
within an urban context. 

The simple, warm 
tone of his reading voice 
matches the rhythm of the 
air conditioner, sending 
wave after wave of 
refreshing words flowing 
across the room. The 
words come in circular 
patterns, an observation 
he validates: “I know a 
poem is near completion 
when the words and their 
meaning mold _ into 


rhythm.” In fact, Terpstra nih ve ibis 


CITB Continued 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


to send its children there. However, 
he did say that, “I came to Redeemer 
on a prayer, and maybe that’s why | 
take prayer more seriously than other 
people.” He added that he serves 
as a background critic to the group 
and would take it up with Registrar 
Richard Wikkerink (CITB’s _ staff 
advisor) the next day. 

It appears that one’s opinion of the 
speaker's topic has a strong connection 
to one’s opinion of The Simpsons, as 
many people were not allowed to 


watch it as children. Amy Perkins, 
a member of the drama team and a 
first-year student at Redeemer, said 
that, “I thought [the speaker] was good 
because he used The Simpsons, which 
we can relate to.” 

CITB also included a quartet 
singing a musical rendition of The 
Lord's Prayer. They did an absolutely 
beautiful job, creating a moment of 
sacredness and reverence in the midst 
of what was otherwise a very noisy 
evening. 

When asked that he thought of 
the service, Physics professor Wytse 


a John Terpstra, poet, visited Redeemer for a 


hk 


has also released a collection of 
poems recited over music, Nod Me In 
~ Shake Me Out. 

As I sit in the Board Room noting 
the absence of the certain “writer 
aura” that usually accompanies 
functions such as this one, | wonder 
what it is about a poet reading his 
own poetry that captivates people’s 
attention. Perhaps it is the hope 
that the poetry will take a life of 
its own, or perhaps it is the hope 
that something will be unlocked, 
unleashed, Tonight, the main 
element to be unleashed was a 
dynamic and impressive collection 
of words brought to life by a humble 
and humorous artist, 

John Terpstra has a number of 
works for sale in the Redeemer 


bookstore, including The Church Not 
Made With Hands ($14), Disarmament 
($18.95) and his CD, Nod Me In 
~ Shake Me Out ($15). 


tober a; 


Van Dijk said it was “quite inspiring 
for young people,” adding, “it relates 
well to a lot of people.” Overall, the 
mood was upbeat and the turnout was 
excellent. 

There were many visitors in the 
audience, proving that Church in the 
Box’s growing reputation is attracting 
people from outside the Redeemer 
community to participate in this 
monthly evening of praise. The next 
Church in the Box will be on October 
19, and if it is anything like this one, 
those who attend are in foran awesome 
evening of praise together, 


Greater Hamilton Concert Calendar 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, discerning the spirits that inform every aspect 
of our lives. This column provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton area, in an 
invitation to each of us to engage responsibly in this process of cultural discernment. 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP, 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
SOCIOLOGY 


Blue Rodeo, Oct. 11, Norfolk 
County Fair, Simcoe: Canadian 
alt-country group known for their 
social commentary and twangy 
harmonies. 


Blue Rodeo plays October 11 at 
the Norfolk County Fair. 


Jayhawks, Oct.13, Massey Hall, 
Toronto: You've probably read 
about this band in Paste. These 
guys have worked with Counting 
Crows, Maria McKee, and Joe 
Henry, and are one of the most 
acclaimed alt-country acts around. 
With jangling Byrd-like melodies, 
their latest CD includes “Will | 


See You in Heaven,” and the gospel- 
influenced “Come to the River”. 

Martin Carthy, Oct. 16, 
Chaucer’s, London; Oct. 17, Folkway 
Music, Guelph; Oct.19, Tranzac 
Club, Toronto; Father figure to 
contemporary British folk music, 
Carthy has influenced Dylan and 
Paul Simon, and has worked with 
Richard & Linda Thompson. 

Jacob Moon, Oct. 18, 19, The 
Staircase, Hamilton; Nov. 19, St. 
Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 
Kitchener. 

Chantal Kreviazuk, Oct. 20, 
University of Guelph; Oct. 21, 
Sanderson Centre, — Brantford; 
Oct.23, Oakville Centre for the 
Performing Arts; Oct.25, Heritage 
Theatre, Brampton; Oct.28, Living 
Arts Centre, Mississauga; Oct.30, 
the Brock Centre for the Arts, 
St. Catharines: She’s Canadian 
and she’s won two Junos! Singer- 
songwriter Kreviazuk has worked 
with David Immergluck of Counting 
Crows, and sings songs of faith/hope 
including “God Made Me.” Self- 
described as “sensitive and pensive 
and spiritual.” 

Bruce Springsteen, Dec. 5, Air 
Canada Centre, Toronto: What 


can ya say? Songs of faith, hope, 
struggle. 

Bob Fitts, Oct. 10, Chatham; Oct. 
11-12, Barrie: Worship leader Bob 
Fitts will be in Ontario this month. 


Don't forget these upcoming events, 
featured in previous columns; 


Live Justice Event, Oct. 17 at 
RUC, featuring Bill Mallonee (of 
Vigilantes of Love), Annie Quick. 
This is an awareness campaign 
designed to bring to light the 
oppression of Cuban nationals 
imprisoned for playing leadership 
roles in the Cuban Christian Trade 
Union movement. 

Martha’s Trouble, coming to 
RUC in November 

Luther Wright & the Wrongs, 
Oct. 18, the Underground 

Stompin’ Tom Connors, Oct. 
19th, Hamilton Place 

The Waifs, Nov. 15, Heritage 
Theatre, Brampton; Nov. 20, Brook 
Centre for the Arts, St. Catharines; 
Nov. 21, Cultural Centre, Chatham; 
Nov, 22, Riverrun Centre, Guelph 

Bruce Cockburn, Nov. 30, 
Hamilton Place 


Alumni Spotlight: Justin Cook 


BY JEREMY VISSER 


In Redeemer quarters, the name 
“Cook” is commonly associated with 
English. Many students know of 
Hugh Cook, a professor in Redeemer’s 
English program and_ well-known 
fiction writer. However, Hugh is not 
the only Cook on campus these days. 
Those on Redeemer’s varsity women’s 
volleyball squad will speak of Hugh’s 
son Justin Cook, a Redeemer alumni 
who has returned for his second year as 
a coach. After serving as assistant coach 
last season, he has assumed the head 
coaching position this year. 

Always a supporter of Redeemer 
athletics, Cook brings years of high 
school coaching experience to the 
Royals. While his knowledge and 
experience has been a _ welcome 
addition to the women’s team, many 
players believe that his strongest 
attribute is a winning attitude. 

“The one thing that I love about J.C. 
is the enthusiasm he brings to every 
ball,” says second-year 
player Alison Lammers. 
“He never gives up on 
a play.” 

Although he is glad 
to be back, Cook’s trek 
through Redeemer and 
back again has not been 
simple. In fact, it has 
taken him to the United 
States and all the way 
across Canada. After graduating from 
Redeemer in 1995, he spent a year 
at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, after which he accepted 
a teaching position at Fraser Valley 
Christian High School in Surrey, British 
Columbia. Following in the path of 
his father Hugh, Justin Cook began 


teaching English along with Physical 
Education. 

Following a three-year stint in Surrey 
from 1996-1999, he returned to Ontario, 
accepting a job at Toronto District 
Christian High School in Woodbridge. 
After three years there, he returned to 
Hamilton in 2002 to teach at Hamilton 
District Christian High School, a 
position he still holds. Returning to 
Hamilton has allowed him to be close 
to his family while working. 

Eight years removed from classes, 
Cook still looks back on his days as 
a Redeemer student with a smile. He 
especially appreciates the experience 
of dorm life, from which he drew 
memorable social experiences and 
lasting friendships. As far as academics, 
he particularly remembers one class 
that has had a strong influence on his 
life. “Religion 251 with Goheen was 
vital for me,” he says. “It really helped 
me develop a Christian worldview.” 
He has benefited from his worldview 
in all aspects of his life, particularly in 
his Christian School 
teaching. 

After serving as an 
assistant coach under 
John Schat last season, 
Justin is excited to be 
back at Redeemer as 
the head coach of the 
women’s volleyball 
team. He has _ his 
players excited and 
eager about the upcoming season. 

“He has us believing in ourselves,” 
says Lammers. “We can be as good as 
we want to be.” 

Perhaps, if he is able to establish 
a dynasty, the name Cook may be 
associated with English and athletics at 
Redeemer. 


Bend It Like Beckham 
Pleases, Intrigues Students 


Unexpectedly deep 
issues promote 
discernment at 
“Movie Night In 

The Aud” 


BY LAURA FINDLAY 


Movie night in the auditorium last 
Saturday was at its best, with one of 
the largest turnouts to date. Titled 
for England's star footballer [soccer 
player in our part of the world] David 
Beckham and his incredible ability to 
curve the path of a football, Bend It Like 
Beckham is a well-produced comedy 
which definitely took many of the 
viewers by surprise. What I thought 
to be an innocent, family-friendly 
film, from its obviously-misleading 
advertisements, actually contained 
many diverse themes and scenes 
directed to more mature audiences. 

The plot evolves around eighteen 
year-old East Indian Jesminder ‘Jess’ 
Bhamra growing up in Britain with 
her close-knit family, determined 
to maintain a strict Sikh lifestyle. 
Jess’ family urges her to be more 
like her older, marriage-minded 
sister Pinky, and continually presses 
her to pursue law school, become a 
‘proper’ Indian woman, and find a 
nice Indian boyfriend. To the dismay 
of her parents, tomboy Jess could care 
less about their hopes for her life, 
for she much prefers to obsess over 
teen heart-throb David Beckham, 
‘the bald man’ as her father calls 
him, She spends much of her time 
on pick-up games of football in the 
park, if only to rub the boys’ noses in 
her brilliant talent. When recruited by 
fellow soccer fan Jules Paxton to join 
the local soccer club, coached by a 
determined young Irishman named 
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Joe, her life becomes twisted into a 
complex web of lies in her struggle 
between her traditional household 
and chasing her dream of becoming 
part of a professional women’s soccer 
league in America. 

Not interesting enough for you? 
Well, throw in a toned-down love 
triangle, racial issues, culture-clashes, 
touches of homosexuality discussion, 
and a handful of obscenities and 
you have a two-hour long attention- 
grabbing comedy. 

From the short synopsis I have 
given, it may be hard to read this 
review without questioning how it 
can be ethical for a Christian viewer. 
In short, this movie was not created 
from a Christian worldview at all. 
Bend it Like Beckham was created to 
express the worldview of a variety 
of lifestyles, which we as Christians 
must acknowledge. We know that 
God is our King and Redeemer, but 
it is not our position to judge others; 
all we must do is love and accept each 
other. 

One of the critical themes 
discussed was the modernization of 
traditional faiths: to what extent can 
faith practices be adapted to present 
day society before the religion is 
changed altogether? Another theme 
is questioning how far an individual 
should chase their dreams before 
their values and family roots are 
completely abandoned, 

One of the reasons for the regular 
“Movie Nights in the Aud” is to 
encourage cultural discernment and 
awareness. As Christa Hesselink 
stated in her spiel before the showing, 
“We as Christians must not just sit 
back and watch... we must also 
discern.” Although definitely not 
what I had expected, Bend it Like 
Beckham stole my heart and had me 
laughing out loud. The positives 
greatly outweigh the negatives, and I 
would recommend this film to anyone 
interested in a cross between John 
Hughes’ lovable Sixteen 
Candles and Mira Nair’s 
Monsoon Wedding. 

Big kudos go out to 
Christa Hesselink and 
her team from Student 
Life for their efforts 
in putting together the 
evening. I encourage 
everyone to come out 
in the future, especially 
in December for the 
showing of the first two 
installments of the Lord of 
the Rings trilogy leading 
up to the release date 
of the third and final 
segment of the Tolkien- 
adapted series. 
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High hopes for 
inexperienced 
varsity team 


BY MARCEL VANDER WIER 


Acompletely revamped Redeemer 
Royals Ice Hockey squad took to the 
ice on Saturday, September 26". In 
this 2003 Season Opener, they beat 
the B-Town Beavers 4-2. Rebuilt 
almost from scratch by rookie coach 
Ron Oppertdon of HDCH, this year’s 
edition of the Royals is expected to be 
the usual fast and entertaining team, 
armed with a fresh attitude of clean 
sportsmanship. After a gruelling 
week of 6 a.m. training camp 
practices, the team finally selected 
was one of immense talent but little 
experience. A total of seven rookie 
players were selected, along with 
three second-year players and six 
veterans. Such a youth movement 


DIVERSIONS 


Rookie Royals Reign in 
Hockey Season Opener 


was needed, as many former stars, 
such as Ben Maas, Brandon Hiddink, 
Ryan DeGraaf, Cam Stretch, and 
Brent Haagsma have either retired or 
graduated from Redeemer. The one 
area that had Coach Oppertdon a 
little worried was the inexperienced 
defensive corps, but he hopes to 
have remedied any foreseeable 
problems by moving centre Derek 
Pasma_ to and adding 
skilled rookies Sam Overduin, Tom 
Smith, and Nate Van Benthem to the 
squad, Oppertdon is also relying 
on goaltender Cory “the Eagle” 
MeArthur for more of the heroics he 
displayed so often last year. 

The commitment to youth 
certainly paid off in Game 1, as 
all 4 goals were scored by rookies; 
Nate Van Benthem, Chris Kotan, 
Jeremy Straatsma, and Caell Huyer 
all found the back of the Beavers 
net. The team, playing without 
veterans Joey Groeneveld and Josh 
Baxter, were able to gel quickly 
and keep their tempers in check, 
enabling them to beat the less- 


defence 


talented B-Town Beavers with ease. 
Most impressive in the game was 
the 6'5 defenseman Van Benthem, 
who scored the opening goal on 
a powerful slapshot, and finished 
the game with a +2 rating and two 
penalty minutes. Superfan Ryan Van 
Berkel went as far as saying, “Nate 
Van Benthem is a good Canadian 
kid who reminds me a little of Chris 
Pronger with his play.” Paired with 
6'4 Justin Anjema, the two may 
soon become known as Redeemer 
University College’s “Twin Towers.” 

Players and fans alike hold high 
expectations for the Royals this 
year. The team is relying not only on 
veterans Josh Thiessen, Gord O’Coin, 
and Scott Reckman for goals, but are 
also hoping Dave DeGraaf and line 
mate Jordan Robinson can create 
the same magic once seen between 
Ryan DeGraaf and Ben Maas. This 
team certainly has the firepower, 
speed, and heart to go a long way 
this year, but it remains to be seen if 
the Royals ean put it all together and 
gain NCHL supremacy. 


team is largely made up of rookies. 


ACROSS 


1. Famous hedgehog 
6. Contains coffee or ashes 
9. Musician Ure 
14. Suspended from soft palate 
15. Duran Duran song 
16. Negative ion 
17. Lowest point 
3. No room at the ___ 
. Latin American plain 
. Collected bit by bit 
. Murphy Brown's boss 
___ Maria 
. Esse (freebie) 


Royals face off against the Rebels in Friday’s hockey game, which they won 6-3. This year’s 


. Priests and rabbis 
. Hard 
. Variety show 
. Painter Neiman 
. Wildebeest 
. Couple 
. Celebrity (Informal) 
. Actress Gershon 
. Prickly husk 
. Made by hand 
. Tangle 
. Small telescope 
. Unit of magnetic flux 
. After-shower garment 
. Not happy 
. Director Kiarostami 
. Housewives 
_ and Special Sauce 
. Five minus four 


hitp://www.cpwire.com 
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59. Dialect 

60. Exam of finances 

61. Limited company 
62. Ring-like coral island 
63. Tall grasses 

64. Cease to live 

65. | Dream of __ 


DOWN 


. Model Hi Lee 
Elliptical 
Naked 
Three ilium 
Massacre 
Waste produet 
Piece of jewelry 
Not a secret 
. Sweet wine 
10. Rock formation 
1] Soap 
12. Not here 
13. Son of Seth 
21. Poison 
25. Slovelmly person 
26. MTY series 
27. Ease 
28. Not few 
29. Caribbean liquor 
30. Selves, improper 
31. Painted arch 
32. Opposite of outer 
33. Pairs 
35. Property by lease 
38. Maryland crustaceans 
Talk 
41. Places for clothes 
44. Pregnant 
45. No longer is 
47. Soft-napped leather 
Gelatinous material 
Fifth rainbow colour 
Predict 
Against 
Ceremonial act 
Later 
langelo 
Shoe bottom 
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Beautiful weather 

and small crowds 

make for a great 
day 


BY RACHEL VAN GEEST 


Despite concerns about Hurricane 
Isabel's tumultuous weather, two 
busloads of Redeemer students hit 
the road for Canada’s Wonderland 
on Saturday, September 19. It was an 
early start, with the bus departing 
at 8:15 in the morning and not 
returning to Redeemer until 10:00 
at night. 

To the surprise of many, the park 
was not the busy zoo of people it 
usually is during the sunny months 
of spring and summer. Instead, 
students could walk without the 
jostling crowd of roller coaster 
enthusiasts and without the sun 
beating down on their backs. For 
the first few hours, students coasted 
through line-ups, waiting no longer 
than a few minutes for rides. 

With such a long day stretching 
in front of them, students wondered 
how they would ever kill the time. 


SIMON LESIE 


Students Thrilled At 
Canada’s Wonderland 


There are only so many times one 
can ride a roller coaster. 

Braving fear of bad weather, 
students were able to leave the rigors 
of the academic world and treat 
themselves to the dizzy heights and 
thrills of roller coasters and rides. 
Because of the sparse crowd, most 
Redeemer students were successful 
in visiting nearly all of the park’s 
rides and entertainment venues. 

Some chose to take more daring 
paths than others. While most 
took to the typical roller coasters, 
others, like Steph Bruinsma and 
Christine Steffler, decided to take 
the plunge. These thrill seekers 
spent a ridiculous fee for Extreme 
Skyflyer, a bungee jumping ride most 
only dare to watch. The first-time 
bungee jumpers were determined 
to conquer their fears, and when all 
was said and done, they claimed to 
have “own{ed] the ride.” Still others 
opted to star in their own music 
videos, experiencing the stardom of 
which they had always dreamed. 

In any case, the long day did come 
to an end with the weather holding 
out beautifully. After a long day of 
fun and entertainment, the students 
returned exhausted but refreshed 
— ready for another week of the 
thrilling life at Redeemer. 


Looking for Notable Quotables? 
We didn’t receive any this issue, but we know that 
there are tons of quotes out there waiting to be 
published. Send ‘em to us at editor@thecrown.ca! 


All-Candidates 
Debate At Redeemer 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


The worst case was when he quoted 
a verse from the Bible, saying we 
should be as “innocent as doves, 
but wise as serpents,” and then, 
as a collective groan rose from the 
audience, he quickly added that he 
was sorry to “get Biblical.” 

Mullins, in contrast, presented 
himself as a hard-working guy, a 
soccer coach, and definitely not a 
career politician. He let the audience 
know that he has lots of experience 
dealing with government at all 
levels, and has the gumption to get 
things done. He naturally attacked 
the Liberals and praised the Eves/ 
Harris administration, Mullins also 
made sure that the audience knew 
that the private school tax credits 
had been granted by his party and 
that under his party they would 
continue. He countered McMeekin’s 
attacks forcefully and in good 
humour, but still seemed to be a little 


JOHN WHANG 


tense in the spotlight. 

Kelly Hayes stuck to her socialist 
guns, which she kept trained on 
both the Conservatives, whom she 
accused of “nasty anti-community 
sentiment,” and the Liberals. She 
told of her experience as a worker 
with deaf children and as a teacher's 
union leader, labeling herself as a 
“dynamic, media savvy leader”. She 
made it clear that she is committed 
to reforming methods of dealing 
with the First Nations, and also 
solidly committed to environmental 
preservation, funding for public 
schools and hospitals, and same-sex 
marriage-to which she got a chorus 
of applause from the audience. 

All things said, it was an 
interesting and insightful evening, 
and certainly had a great impact 
on the voters that attended. On 
October 2, McMeekin was re-elected 
as the riding’s member of provincial 
parliament. 


